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Books
Thailand: Enchantment of the
World by Sylvia McNair
(Children’s Press, 1998). An
exploration of Thailand’s cul-
ture, history and economy.

The Girl Who Wore Too Much 
by Margaret Read MacDonald
(August House, 1998). A young
girl learns a lesson about greed.

Websites
lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/thtoc
.html An overview of Thailand’s
culture and history. 

mahidol.ac.th/thailand/thailand
.html Country resources.

Map It Out (p. 4)
1. Ayutthaya 2. Mekong River
3. north  4. Answer on page

Thailand’s History (p. 5)
1. Siam 2. 67 years  3. Japan
4. false

A Tasty Thai Treat (p. 8)
4 cups cooked sticky rice; 3 cups
coconut milk; 6 tablespoons
sugar; 1/2 teaspoon of salt; 
4 large mangoes, sliced

The Girl Who Wore Too Much
(p. 8)
Aree learned that being greedy
does not make a person happy.
She learned to be happy with
less. 

A Tasty Thai Treat (p. 8)
640; 800; 672; 720  

Teacher’s Guide • Enjoying Life
1. the Royal Plowing Ceremony
or the Bun Bang Fai festival
2. April 3. rice  4. Chiang Mai
Flower Festival  5. Answers may
include candles, bamboo boats
and a river.

ANSWER KEY

RESOURCES

READING TIPS
• Pronunciation Guide
Laddawadee Maroomdee (p. 3): (lah-
dah-wahn-dee mah-room-dee)
kluay tiaow (p. 3): (glue-ay tee-ow)
gai tawt (p. 3): (guy-taut)
kraprao gai (p. 3): (grah-prow guy)
Andaman Sea (p. 4): (an-duh-mun)
wat (p. 5): (waht)
Lop buri (p. 5): (lope boo-ree)
Chiang Mai (p. 5): (chang my)

• Words to Watch
unified (p. 2): brought together
Buddhist (p. 2): a person who follows the
religion of eastern and central Asia based
on the teachings of Gautama, the Buddha
saffron (p. 2): the orange, dried stig-
mas of a crocus flower that are used
especially to color or flavor foods
arid (p. 2): very dry
exotic (p. 2): introduced from another
country
vendor (p. 3): someone who sells a
product or a service
ko (p. 3): island
wat (p. 5): temple
significant (p. 5): having much 
importance
irrigation (p. 7): a manmade system 
of supplying the land with water

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
• Helping Thailand’s elephants: Wild ele-
phants in Thailand are endangered. Used
to carry logs from Thailand’s rain forests,
elephants lost their jobs in 1989 when
Thailand banned logging. Today, some
elephants at conservation centers paint
pictures and make music to raise funds
for elephant care. For a story on these tal-
ented elephants, visit tfkteachers.com.
Enter elephants in the search box. Then
click on the story “Talented Trunks!” To
see samples of elephant paintings, go to
elephantart.com.

• Rice: This grain is an important part of
the Thai diet and is eaten at almost every
meal. For facts and resources about rice
go to fao.org/rice2004.
• Monks: Buddhism is the official religion
of Thailand. Most Thai boys, like
those pictured on the magazine cover,
are expected to become monks for some
period of their lives.
• Festivals: Explore Thailand’s many fes-
tivals with the reproducible “Enjoying
Life.”

SCIENCE
• Tsunami: On December 26,
2004, an earthquake with a 9.0

magnitude set off a devastating tsunami
that hit Thailand, India, Sri Lanka and
Indonesia. For a reproducible on how a
tsunami forms, go to tfkteachers.com.
Click on the Reproducibles link in the
navigation bar and then on the Environ-
ment theme link.
• Monsoons: Monsoons are seasonal winds
that bring heavy rains. Review the graph
on page 4 with students. Then discuss
the following questions: What does this
graph show? Which month has the high-
est average rainfall? What are the positive
and negative effects of monsoons on the
land and on people? 

• Border art: The pattern on
pages 2 and 3 is found on lac-
quer hats worn by the oarsmen
who row the royal barges for
the King and his family. A pat-
tern taken from a Thai sarong
worn by Northern Hill tribes
appears on pages 4 and 5. A lo-
tus border, shown here, is on
pages 6 and 7. The pattern on
page 8 is taken from a detail on
the wall of a wat, or temple.

TEACHER’S GUIDE FOR

THAILAND

To order with your World Report subscription, call 800-777-8600 or visit tfkteachers.com/addGP.

Visit timeforkids.com/goplaces for the Go Places with TFK website.

timeforkids.com
/gpthailand

Take a photo tour of
Thailand. Have students
identify five things that
they would like to see or
do in Thailand that they
couldn’t see or do in the
United States. Then have
students write letters to
their families encouraging
a family trip to Thailand.
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Enjoying Life

For more resources, visit timeforkids.com/gpthailand.

Thais celebrate many fun, colorful and lively festivals throughout the year. Learn
about a few of them by reading the chart below. Then use the chart to answer
the questions.

FESTIVAL

Chiang Mai 
Flower Festival

Songkran 
(Thai New Year)

Royal Plowing 
Ceremony

Bun Bang Fai 
(Rocket Festival)

Loy Krathong 
(Candle Festival)

WHEN IT IS
CELEBRATED

February

April

May

May

October or 
November

HOW IT IS CELEBRATED

The town of Chiang Mai celebrates its beautiful blooms
with parades of flower floats and displays, marching
bands and contests. 

People throw and spray water at one another. This
symbolizes the washing away of bad luck.

The King and Queen oversee the ceremony, which
celebrates the beginning of the rice-planting season.

People fire homemade rockets into the sky, hoping that
the rockets will bring rain for a good rice harvest.

People place candles on bamboo boats and float them
down a river. This is believed to carry away bad deeds.

1. If you traveled to Thailand in May, which festival would you most want to see? __________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In which month is Songkran celebrated?_____________________________________________________

3. What crop does the Royal Plowing Ceremony honor? _________________________________________

4. Which festival is held in February? __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What might you see during Loy Krathong? ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


