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STATE FAIRS

SUMMARY

From summer through fall, action-packed
state fairs cause much excitement all
across the U.S. The Texas State Fair is the
country’s biggest. This year its events in-
clude a 50th birthday party for Big Tex, its
giant cowboy mascot.

Agricultural fairs date back to 1807.
Modern fairs feature prize-winning live-
stock, produce, quilts, petting zoos, rides
and entertainment. Take a trip this week
with TFK® to enjoy the fun!

FAST FACTS

® According to the International Associa-
tion of Fairs and Expositions, U.S. agri-
cultural fairs add more than $1.7 billion
a year to the nation’s economy.

® This year marks the 100th anniversary
of the 4-H organization, which offers
programs for kids. Seven million chil-
dren ages 8 to 18 displayed projects at
fairs or took part in other 4-H activi-
ties this year.

® Popular foods at this year’s state fairs
include candy bars, Twinkies and Ore-
os (all fried and served on a stick!) and
classics such as corn dogs. Folks in
Texas say the corn dog was invented at
the Texas State Fair 60 years ago.

® The lowa State Fair is famous for its
life-size “Butter Cow.” This year’s was
carved from 560 pounds of butter!

@ State fairs paved the way for world’s
fairs. The first world’s fair was held in
London, England, in 1851.

RESOURCES:
@ timeforkids.com/fair Kids can vote

for their favorite state fair foods.
www.bigtex.com Find out more about
what’s happening at the Texas State Fair.
www.4h-usa.org History and current
activities of 4-H clubs
Fair! by Ted Lewin (William Morrow &
Co.), 1997.
Meet Me at the Fair by Judy Alter
(Franklin Watts), 1997.

NONFICTION LITERACY SKILLS

BEFORE READING:

Making Connections

® Ask students if they have ever gone to
state fairs or similar events. Have stu-
dents share their experiences.

® Find out if your state holds a fair. If so,
discuss when, where and why.

START A DISCUSSION:

Critical Thinking

® Have students list state fair activities.

BUILD VOCABULARY:

Using Compound Words

® Point out the word birthday on page 2.
Tell students this word is a compound
word, which is made up of two smaller

words. Create a class list of school-re-
lated compound words. List might in-
clude: classroom, lunchbox, bookshelf
and backpack. Have students define
each compound word based on the
meanings of the two smaller words.
Students can check their definitions in
a dictionary.

G\ tfkteachers.com/newsscoop A dictio-

nary-skills worksheet

MONITOR UNDERSTANDING:

Drawing Conclusions

® Ask students to write a description of
their ideal day at a state fair, using sen-
sory words and details.
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SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECTS

Get ready for Make a Difference

Day on October 26! Elizabeth

Winchester, TFK®’s teacher’s

guide editor, suggests ideas for

creating service-learning pro-

Jjects with your students.

o What's the problem? Encour-
age your class to identify a
problem in your community.

® Learn about it: Have students ex-
plore the problem and think about
how they can address it.

Alliance Capital College Retirement Eq-  R.E. Turner (P.3)
H - Management L.P. uities Fund ¢/o Turner Broadcasting .
® Get the whole school involved: Encourage teachers and e e il e el ; %%%Ooagl.g ot and
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project.
® Connect the project to classroom learning: If your class

vary. 5.21 6. An-
swers may include:

holds a bake sale for charity, have students apply math
skills as they keep track of the money raised. After they
visit a nursing home, have students write stories about

the seniors they met. Incorporate projects into class-
room lessons.

® Have fun! Kids will really enjoy working on the project
when they know they are helping to make a difference

in the world around them.

@ timeforkids.com/fixtheworld More ideas for how kids

can help others

www.service-learningpartnership.org More information
about service learning

Coming Soon: Look for 99 Ways Kids Can Make a
Difference, a free resource for TFK teachers, with your
November 1 issue.
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17153 Power Words

AGRICULTURAL (p. 2) of, relating to, or used in farming
INDUSTRY (p. 2) business
ARCHAEOLOGIST (p. 3) expert who studies past life and cultures

CONGRESS (p. 3) members of the House of Representatives
and the Senate

INSPECTORS (p. 3) people who check or examine things
DEBATE (p. 3) discuss
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TIME FOR A BREAK!

Look for your next issue of
TIME For Kips, dated October
25, in two weeks.

©

how to make a quilt
square or how to
build a kite.
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ADAY AT THE FAIR

There are so many things to see and do at state fairs. But first you need to
do some planning. Read the advertisement below and use it to answer the
questions.

¥AC  Buy Your State Fair Tickets Now! 263X
% September 25-October 15  Schedule of Events %
at the Clover Corner Fairgrounds Cherry-Pie-Eating COntest ... 10:30 a.m.
Adult tickets $11.00 Meet Tilly the Cow 12:00 p.m.
I How to Build a Kite 1:00 p.m.
Child tickets $7.00 Goat-Milking Contest 2:00 p.m.
(eges 11010) Mickey the Magician 4:00 p.m.
Children under 2 years old get in FREE Dairy Cattle Judging 430 p.m.
e How to Make a Quilt Square ... 5:00 p.m.

enio e

S(::]L' t: :\::rkéot;ears old) §5.00 Corn-Eating Contest 6:00 p.m.
) Clover High School Marching Band.............. 7:00 p.m.
Parking §5.00 Stalight Parade 730 p.m.

1. What time does the first event start?

2. How much will your ticket cost to get into the fair?
3. Name two animals you could see at the fair.

4. Choose three events you would like to attend. Explain your choices.

5. How many days does the fair last?
6. What is one thing you could learn how to do at the fair?

b|e Share this page with a family member. Figure out how much
12 Talk it would cost to take every member of your family to the fair.

Show your work on the back of this page.
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