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Educator and writer Linda Hoythas worked
as a classroom teacher, curriculum specialist
and Title I coordinator. The following sugges-
tions for using informational texts such as
TFK̈ are adapted from Hoyt•s new book,
Make It Real: Strategies for Success with In-
formational Texts.
€ Skill Builders:In formational texts are won-

derful vehicles for skill instruction. In your
planning, examine grade-level expecta-
tions for skill development, state standards
and your own beliefs about which skills are
needed by your group of learners. Look
closely at info text resources to determine
how a target skill might be demonstrated,
practiced and then assessed. Demonstrate
the skill repeatedly, treating it as an inves-
tigation, and provide students with ample
opportunities to observe it in use (read
alouds, shared books, modeled writings) as
well as apply it in their own reading and
writing (guided, content area and inde-
pendent reading; guided and independent
writing).

€ Cloze Lessons:Make transparencies of
pages of non“ction text. Cover key words
with sticky notes. Engage students in a
lively inquiry that requires them to use a
wide range of strategies to determine un-
known words. If your goal is to support us-
ing context clues, then cover the entire

word. If your goal is to
support using mean-
ing and beginning
sounds, then cut
the sticky note to
cover the middle
portion of the
word. This activity
makes a powerful
introduction to an in-
formational selection. 

€ Understanding Parts of
Speech:Guide students in rereading a pas-
sage to investigate nouns, verbs, adjectives
and so on. It is important that the passage
is read “rst for content so the grammar ex-
ploration is occurring within a meaningful
context. To deepen content knowledge of a
topic and to focus on quality of verb use,
ask students to identify verbs in a passage
that describes the topic. Then in a class dis-
cussion, select the most informative verbs.
Similar re”ections could be done using
nouns, adjectives and adverbs.

Adapted from Make It Real: Strategies for Success with
Informational Texts by Linda Hoyt. Copyright © 2002
Linda Hoyt. Used by permission of Heinemann,
Portsmouth, NH. For more information about Linda
Hoyt•s national workshops on •Bringing Informational
Texts to Life,Ž contact Heinemann Workshops at 800-
541-2086, ext. 1151. 

SCREENWRITERS(p. 2) people who write the scripts
or stories for movies

FILMMAKERS(p. 2) people who make movies

DIRECTOR (p. 2) person who guides or supervises the
making of a movie

ELF(p. 2) tiny, magical character who often plays
pranks

JOLTED(p. 3) moved in a quick and bumpy way

Power Words
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ANSWERS
INSIDE A VOLCANO
(P. 4)
1. magma  2. vent  
3. hot  4. rock
TFK CHALLENGE 
(P. 4)
1. film 2. Cat in the
Hat  3. Etna  
4. Shrek
Answer: All their
fans!

Teacher’s Guide 
BOOK IT! (P. 3)
Answers may vary.
WHAT’S ON THE
SHELF? (P. 4)
1. Answers may in-
clude: A Girl Named
Helen Keller or The
Story of Jackie
Robinson. 2. Volca-
noes 3. Answers
may include: Harry
Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets
or The Polar
Express. 4. The
Ghost of Lost Island
5. Johnny Appleseed:
The Story of a Leg-
end

NEW FROM TFK
TIME FOR KIDS introduces The Inside
Scoopª: Making Movies, an interactive
book designed to work on the
Quantum Pad™ learning system from
LeapFrog. Packed with challenging
activities and cool
sound effects, Making
Moviestakes kids
behind the scenes of
the amazing world of
film. Available in the
LeapFrog section of
your favorite store!
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TIPS FOR TEACHERS: USING INFORMATIONAL TEXTS

Tell us . . .
What’s your top
strategy for
teaching with
informational texts? 

and you could receive . . .
a copy of Linda Hoyt’s new book, Make It Real:
Strategies for Success with Informational Texts.
We’ll send copies to 25 teachers. Submit your 
answer at            tfkteachers.com/tellus

Comments? E-mail teachersguides@timeforkids.com
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BOOK IT!
In this week’s TFK®, you read about movies that are based on children’s

books. The words in a book can create pictures in your mind just as a movie
creates pictures on the screen!

Choose a book that you are reading and use it to answer the questions below.

IDENTIFYING 
STORY ELEMENTS

On the back of this page, draw a picture that shows an important
part of the book. Share your picture with a family member.Table

     
TalkTable

     
Talk

Who is the main character?
Describe him or her in one
sentence.

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

What is one event that happens
at the beginning of the book?

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

What is one event that happens
at the end of the book?

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Describe one picture that this
book creates in your mind.

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Where does the story take place?

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

What is one problem that the
main character needs to solve?

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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ORGANIZING
INFORMATIONwhat’s ON THE shelf?

What kinds of books do you like to read most? Fiction books such as mys-
teries and fables, or nonfiction books such as biographies?

There are many kinds of books on the shelf below. Study the book titles.
Decide to which group each book belongs. Then use the book titles to answer
the questions.

1.Choose a biography. Write the title here. _______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2.Choose a nonfiction book that gives information about Earth. 

Write the title here. __________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3.Choose a fantasy book. Write the title here. _______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

4.Choose a mystery book. Write the title here. ____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

5.Choose a legend. Write the title here.___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What kinds of books do your family members like to read
most? Take a poll. Write what you find out on the back of this
page. 

Table

     
TalkTable

     
Talk

Fiction—A story that is
made up. Fiction can include
fantasy (a story about
strange and magical
happenings), legend (an old
story that is believed but
cannot be proven to be true)
and mystery books.

NonÞction—Books that
give facts. A biography, or a
book that tells about
someone’s life, is one kind of
nonfiction. Nonfiction books
may also tell about historical
events, animals, science and
the environment.


