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TEACHING THE
COVER STORY ON:

��

INVENTIONS

tfkteachers.com

SUMMARY
This week, kids will get a glimpse of some
of the best inventions of 2002. The inven-
tions described in the issue include: the
Hy-wire, an environmentally friendly car,
the three-wheeled Trikke and the Power
Air Surfer, a radio-controlled airplane
that’s almost impossible to crash.

You’ll find some of the inventions de-
scribed below in the time line on page 3.

FAST FACTS
• Thomas Edison was born in 1847. He

created more than 1,000 inventions,
including an electric pen, the motion
picture camera and electric light bulb.

• Inventors studied birds to learn about
flight. In 1903, Orville and Wilbur
Wright became the first to fly an 
engine-powered airplane, which they
invented. A British pilot developed the
jet engine 30 years later. The first jet
plane took off in Germany in 1939. 

• Walter Diemer was working for a

chewing gum company when he de-
cided to improve the company’s prod-
uct. In 1928, he invented bubble gum. 

• Alexander Fleming accidentally discov-
ered penicillin in 1928. In the 1940s,
other scientists developed Fleming’s
work and the medicine began to be
used to cure infections. 

• Philo T. Farnsworth produced the first
electronic television image, a straight
line, in 1927. Vladimir Zworykin and
Isaac Shoenberg perfected the all-elec-
tronic television in 1936. 

• As a secretary in the 1950s, Bette Ne-
smith Graham used white paint to cover
typing errors. She invented Liquid
Paper, known as “white-out.” In 1979,
she sold the company for $47.5 million.

RESOURCES:
[Go] tfkteachers.com/newsscoop Kids
create their own inventions.

Imaginative Inventions by Charise M.
Harper (Little, Brown and Co.), 2001.

BEFORE READING: 
Making Connections
• Hold up Post-it notes, a paper clip,

tape and an eraser. Discuss: Why did
someone invent these things? How do
these items help you?

• What other items in the classroom are
useful inventions? Start a class list.

START A DISCUSSION:
Critical Thinking
• How do the inventions in this week’s

cover story help people?
BUILD COMPREHENSION:
Cause and Effect
• Tell students that inventions are often

created to help solve problems. Dis-
cuss what problems the Post-it note,
paper clip, tape and eraser solved.
Then start a list of problems students
have in school, getting from place to
place or at home. Challenge students to
create inventions that would solve one
of these problems. Ask students to draw,
build and explain their inventions.

EXTEND LEARNING:
Take a Poll
• Ask: Which invention described in this

week’s cover story is the most useful?
Which invention is the most fun?
Have students explain their choices.

NONFICTION LITERACY SKILLS

THIS WEEK:
SKILLS:
CAUSE and
EFFECT p. 1

READING a 
TIME LINE p. 3

CRITICAL
THINKING p. 4

STANDARDS (cover story):
SCIENCE and
TECHNOLOGY;
SCIENCE in
PERSONAL and
SOCIAL
PERSPECTIVES

ONLINE:
Search for 
REPRODUCIBLES
by theme or 
issue date 
tfkteachers.com/
reproducibles

Customer Service: 
800-950-5954

tfkteachers.com



Enter your students’ best class/school magazine publishing in the 2003 TIME and TIME FOR KIDS
National Student Publishing Awards. Entries will be judged in three categories: Elementary Schools,

Middle Schools and High Schools. More than $10,000 in cash and prizes will be awarded! 
The program recognizes excellence in student-created magazines and newspapers with national 

and regional winners. Visit [G  o] tfkteachers.com/pubawards for entry form and details. 
Entries must be postmarked by March 15, 2003.
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Teresa Jackson teaches at Glenarden Woods
Elementary in Glenarden, Maryland. Here
are her activities for observing American 
Indian Heritage Month.  
• Multisensory Experiences: To help students

gain a deeper understanding of the cultur-
al contributions of American Indians, pro-
vide rich visuals of the many different
tribes, offer hands-on arts and crafts activi-
ties, prepare authentic foods, invite guest
speakers to visit your classroom and read a
variety of American Indian literature (see
Resources).

• Research Projects: Once students have
gained sufficient background knowledge
about the American Indian tribal groups,
have them select a specific region or tribe
to research using both primary and sec-
ondary sources. The students become class
experts on their topic. They can then pro-
duce a simple book to inform classmates
and younger students about their chosen
region or tribe. 

• Show What You Know: Have students apply
their acquired knowledge by creating an
American Indian museum display and
hosting a powwow. Student leaders can
give tours to younger students and invited

guests. Ask your phys-
ical education
teacher to teach
the students an
American Indian
dance to perform
at the powwow.
If possible, stu-
dents can build a
tepee or totem pole.

• Involve Your Community:
Encourage community members to donate
materials or observe student performances
and exhibits. 

RESOURCES
• www.EnchantedLearning.com/crafts/indian

Learn how to make a tepee, totem pole and
other American Indian crafts for kids. 

• If You Lived with the Cherokee by Peter and
Connie Roop (Scholastic), 1998. Nonfiction.

• Squanto’s Journey: The Story of the First
Thanksgiving by Joseph Bruchac (Harcourt
Inc.), 2000. Historical fiction. 

• We Are the Many: A Picture Book of Ameri-
can Indians by Doreen Rappaport (Harper-
Collins), 2002. Nonfiction; read-aloud.

INVENTION (p. 2) new object created to serve a spe-
cial purpose

GADGET (p. 2) small tool that has a special use

VIBRATIONS (p. 3) quick back-and-forth movements

ASSEMBLE (p. 3) put together; make

TWISTERS (p. 3) violent wind storms such as torna-
does or cyclones

Power Words
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ANSWERS
THE FIRST 
AMERICANS (P. 4)
Navajo–269,202
Sioux–108,272
Chippewa–105,907
Choctaw–87,349
Pueblo–59,533
Apache–57,060
Lumbee–51,913 
Eskimo–45,919
Iroquois–45,212
TFK CHALLENGE 
(P. 4)
1. Twister  2. Surfer
3. Trikke 4. Hy-wire 
Answer: turkey

Teacher’s Guide 
BRIGHT IDEAS! 
(P. 3)
1. 1927  2. 1924  
3. 1907  4. 36  
5. Answers may vary.
IT’S IN THE NEWS
(P. 4)
1. Thomas Edison–
electric lamp
2. Alexander Graham
Bell—telephone
3. Philo Taylor
Farnsworth—televi-
sion 4. Answers
may vary.  5. C 6. D
7. A

TIPS FOR TEACHERS: AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH

Comments? E-mail teachersguides@timeforkids.com

Student Publishing Awards

WE'LL BE BACK IN THREE WEEKS.

TIME FOR A BREAK!
Look for your next issue of 

TIME FOR KIDS, 
dated December 13, 

in three weeks. 
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CRITICAL THINKING

IT’S IN THE news

Make a list of inventions that you use every day. Share your list
with a family member and discuss your choices. Ask your family
member to add some inventions that you may have missed!

Table

     T
alkTable

     T
alk

Use this week’s cover story
(p. 2) to match each inventor
with his invention. 

1.Philo Taylor 
Farnsworth

2.Alexander 
Graham Bell

3.Thomas 
Edison

4.What invention shown in this
week’s cover story would you like
to have? Why did you make this
choice?

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Use “Who’s News” (p. 4) to answer
these questions. Fill in the correct
circles or write the correct answers.

5.This story is mostly about

�A how a cheetah grows up.

�B what a cheetah looks like.

�C a baby cheetah that was born in a
zoo.

�D how fast cheetahs run.

6.You can tell from this story that
�A there are not many cheetahs left in

the wild.

�B some cheetahs are put into zoos to
protect them.

�C the President of Namibia does not
care about cheetahs.

�D both A and B

Use “Twisters Strike the U.S.” (p. 3)
to answer this question. 

7. In what months do tornadoes usually
happen in the U.S.?
�A April, May and June

�B October, November and December

�C June, July and August

�D May, June and July


